
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, September 3, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 16: 21-27 
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised.  Then 
Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall 
ever happen to you!”  He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!  You are an 
obstacle to me.  You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”  Then Jesus 
said to his disciples,  “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it.  What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and 
forfeit his life?  Or what can one give in exchange for his life?  For the Son of Man will come 
with his angels in His Father’s glory, and then he will repay all according to his conduct.”   
 
Questions to Ponder: 

1. Have you ever had to deny yourself of something you really wanted?  Was it hard, 
did you understand later how you profited from the denial? 

2. Why do you think Peter was upset with Jesus’ statement of his upcoming death and 
resurrection? What kind of kingdom did Peter want for Jesus and the other 
disciples? 

3. What have you done to follow Jesus?  What more could you do? 
 

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as 
it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


